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Skid Resistance Policy Revision November 2017 

I ntrod uctio n 

This document replaces the Skid Policy dated January 2013 to ensure conformance to the new 
guidance set out in HD28/15 of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) for the 
management of skid resistance on the network. 

The management of skid resistance on the highway refers to the frictional properties of the road 
surface in wet conditions. The skid resistance of a wet or damp road surface can be substantially 
lower than the same surface when dry, and is more dependent on the condition of the surfacing 
material. 

:i,& 
The management of skid resistance is a significant activity in ~,fil,g the safety of highway users; 
one of the key corporate objectives of the County Council. .• ,, 
Dorset's Skid Policy ~,,, ,, ,.,.. ' As the DMRB is primarily intended for use on th~-~;gtegic Road Net'l:;J<, managed by Highways 
England, Dorset County Council will adopt elem'J,~H the guidance docu~~ed in the revised 
standard HD28/15 (the Department for Transpor tJl/dance on how skid relf~ce should be 
managed), appropriate to its network. ' ~ ' 

. . . .,, ~~- ~ . 
The policy will define our approach to/:M'Jt'ffej,,,£~gement off,l~es1stance on the network, to include 
the process for identifying and investigijjfJg'if&~JY sites. ' ~' ,, Skid Policy Objectives ~ ~~ ,. 

, ,,, $;~~//, ·~ 

Service Performance Outcomes 

This policy supports the Service outcomes of 'Supporting Safe Travel' as set out in our Performance 
Framework, which links to corporate objectives of 'Safe' and 'Prosperous'. 

We can measure how effective we have been through monitoring and reporting on : 

Targets for these outcomes will be set out in the annual Highways Service Plan. 



How will we do this? 

Dorset County Council will apply this policy to its higher use roads, to include annual SCRIM surveys, 
which include the following: 
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Additional sites on any road hierarchy may be identified through liaison with partner organisations 
including the Police and with the Collision Reduction Team. Further surveys may include SCRIM or 
Griptester. 

Site categories/ Investigatory Levels (IL) - HD28/15 specifies.appropriate I Ls based on site category. 
The network is assessed and assigned a site category, wi\h ~n:appropriate IL based on an assessment 
of collision history. 

,x:~.-;., .. // /, '1/ 
The assigned IL will relate to the table (figure 1 belowfin the DMRB and'ifsubject to a review of :t:ffe ;?· •.//}f, 
collision history at individual locations to determine an appropriate IL. · /, ,,,.,,,,, 
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Figure 1 - HD28/15 Possible /Ls for each site category ~ £/, ,,z ,01 
/ . ,,,,,_,,._ ... 

,i}-:f*. "/, ~ /,,;:,ttf1 :1/ 'l 
'. ·' tu .. to.r csc data' (i~.kid data speed corrected 
1/, -- .r~,~. -~'¼- 

Site Category and definition /,; ,J; to:.>0~.,,~/h and see1§0n_ally corrected) 
~ t ,. 1/~,. 1,; . 

0.55 0.60 0.65 

A Motorwa / ' 

B Non-~Y,'.e~t carriageway IJ'.'{ith., 
oae:-wa· ' fraffic . ., 

C : Non-event carriageway with 
two-wa traffic 

Q 
Approaches to and across 
minor and major junctions 
approaches to roundabouts and 
traffic si rials .see note 5 

K 
Approaches to pedestrian 
crossings and other high-risk 
situations see note 5 

R Roundabout 

G1 Gradient 5-10% longer than 
5Om see note 6 

G2 Gradient >10% longer than 
5Om see note 6 

S1 Bend Radius <5OOm - 



carriageway with one-way 
traffic see note 7 

S2 Bend Radius <500m - 
carriageway with two-way traffic 
see note? 

A review of Dorset's site categories and investigatory levels was carried out in June 2017 by 'Votta' 
and updated in the Horizons Asset Management software. 

In line with recommendations in the guidance; I Ls will continue to be reviewed every three years, 
thereafter. 

Data Collection 
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The standard specifies scientific methods for the aists~ment of skid res1s!~,nce. Dorset County 
Council will apply the CSC (Characteristic SCRIM G;~fficient) methodolog;;' ~\,. 

1/.~ ,,1/~:0,, 
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SCRIM* surveys will be carried out using an accredit,~/,9 ~urvey m~fhine in 'wet" e,9}1<;litions, replicated 
~~1/'.r. ,,.~'-½·~,- .x ",/ ,• 

by the SCRIM survey method. These surveys will be c6n{fy5,=te9' j_r:i:early, mid and late:-}easons, for the 
. ...;.;z~, '///,(0 .,fy"l,;,,, . 'l,;;,, purpose of seasonal corrections, over ~:~p~~e year cycle, as Sfi!;:;.out in the table below: z, . ;',/4f,,.- 1/~, '• 
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,- -· .. 
---· ~ ... \'/:J,l r' 'uiin'illnl:{'•)/ ';:l,c],~li:-')l ':J.UJr r14y l 

- -·~ .. . ' 2018 Early season 1st M~Y,,: 20th Ju ' /:, :.,-;.· ... 

Mid ~~J§C?l:.k- 
,,,,. 

21st Juife\~JQth Aug(i,~t 2019 :%~ 
2020 Late seas~Y, //· % ;; tf/1ftf:'/;'3 h ,:/. 

;~·,r.r, • '• /.' \ rn1t~,, ~l;!g · s ~, 9L Sept 
2021 Eariy. season .,_; "?1Js~&f'·'"" 20th JLlfr½ ~/ ,, ',,:&. ,AW- e ,.·, 

'%'-:- •,;'ff:/,(/ W'J . -~ 
%% , if;, 

The recorded ~SC v~lue is cdmf)ared;te,.-fh\J~JJ ident,ify a SCRIM difference which highlights lengths 
of road, tl'laf flave fallen.below tf:l,~m,inimum'litve,Jpf skitl"resistance. 

,'l 
'((?/ •' 

* SCRIM is the registered trage mark 6tj.D.M. Limited 

Site Identification - Initial desktop study : ,,,/.,, 

A desktop study will be carried out as soon as is practicable, on receipt of the data, having been 
processed and loaded into-the Horizons asset management software. 

The desktop study will include: 

• A data validation exercise 

• Identification of priority sites for detailed investigation based on SCRIM data and five years 
of collision data. This will be managed through our Horizons Asset Management software to 
identify sites with the highest risk in relation to skid resistance. 

Based on the scoring matrix documented in table below from HD28/15 a report in Horizons will 
score priority sites with the highest scoring sites being identified for detailed investigation. 



Priority 1 Sites for Detailed 
Investigation 

Scores and Criteria 

Number of Crashes 0 1 3+ 

Score 0 4 12 
Slight/Serio 

Likely impact of a crash Slight us Serious 

Score 1 2 3 
Skid resistance difference >-0.05 and >-0.10 and c- 
{SD) >0 <0 0.05 

Score 0 1 

Site has SD <0 and poor 
texture at the same point No Yes 

Score 0 1 
/,, ?-, '%~;;. 
'/.-., -~ ~,::, ,.:~ 1 I'/ ,.,p; /,/-:,:.,: ;i,;qf,?,. 

Analysis of current data indicates that scores range from 1 {low risk) to 29· (ijigh risk). Dorset 
/. /,1 ;.(.,, 'l 

Highways will carry out a detailed investigation as'~ m,atter of priority, to sit@JiiJing 24 or above. 
,, /~ ~ijr,;,-/,/, 
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Detailed site investigations //f<,x . ~- 

? %:' 
Sites identified through the desktop ana1y;sis will be· in:vestigate~ivta competent individual which 

', /. ' 1~///4 

will typically be Project/ Des,ign Engineers rA the Asset ittd. l;>erforrri@f.~ Team, with support from 
/, ,-,: I _,_, _, -'~/ 

the Collision Reduction Je.anf:,.., ,, /, 1/ ,;;. t,1,1~ 1 

% ·-,'/.' ½;'~1 /. / ' '0-,,~; 
The main objectives ate:. t ;. ;~ '//.,: ·_ < . U· 

1// / ~ ., 1/,, ,, 

• To determine whether, a surfi;).:ee treatment (s;j.µstified 
• 1o determine whether so~e otherform of actfdn is required (to include enforcement (eg 

hedges), re-prefillng, or referral to the Ca~8glty Reduction Team for a review of the site 
layout and/or markings. 

• To-determine whether the site should be kept under review to determine whether the IL is 
appropriate. 

The findings of the investigation will be documented on the 'Detailed Site Investigation Report' form 
(documented in Appendix A). 

Erection of 'slippery road' signs 

Following detailed site investigations, where remedial works have been identified, 'Slippery Road' 
signs will be put out until such time that this risk has been removed or mitigated. 



Appendix 1 Detailed Investigation - Priority Skid Sites 

Site Investigation Report 

Da,1le: Inspected l:>y: , 

Lew gr:ip tester or: ,, . 
. se~im: 

Accident report; 
li>ocumelilt 
r;,ef.er.ence:. · 

1 Have ar.iy layout changes beea made 
110 trne site since investiigat0ry level t;: 
was assigned: 

Sl!lr:facililg tv.pe: . 
Surface c0n0itiofiitexture: 

Presence of debris or 0t"1ef centamtneaon, 

; Local defects (ipotll!lol!,!s; fatting up etc): 

Is the dnaiaage adequate: 

Are there any issues with surface profile: 

4. R@acd users: 

Volume and type of traffic: 

Traffic speeds in relation to road layout: 



Evldenoe of erash damage: 

S. Road L.ayout: 

Is tt'le layout aJl)propriate for vulneratile road users; 

' ,?.lie junctions appropslete for tt1mmg rma111oew,wes: 

6. Markings SigITTs aITTd Visilbility: 

Are traffic sjgnals, sigma ls; r.oad markings, in good 
condirlon and <dearly visible: 

' 

Clear sight lines/visibility of_(l!ueues/ vegetaaoa: 

"/1/. 

, Rev.iew IL: 
Wf.lat type ot ti'ieatmeAt:. 
Re.view routtne I\Yilaii'ilter:iar-ice: 

: Other actlon required; 

Sigmat11.rne: Daille: 




